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Revel, Behold He cometh with Clouds ang every Eye ſhall ſee Him 
and they alſs which peirced Him, and all Kingred:s of the Earth 
ſoall wayl becauſe of Him; Even ſo, Amen, 


Jam, $5.8. Fee alſo Patient, Eftablifhh your bearts ; for the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh, 
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An Anſwer, to the Fifth A 


The Proof of the Eſſay, and the 
Eſſay-Maſters purſuant to the 
Invitations; Judg. 19.39. Who 
having Conſidered of 4 and taken 

Advice, Let me ſpeak mymind. 


Account it a great untizppineſſe this Narion groans under, 
not onely that it is broken into many FaQionrs, but thar 
whilt each of them lmpoſeth the other upon, All (or ar leaſt 
the moſt ofthem).pretend ro Righteouſneſſe, (and among 

thoſe the lace Eſſay). Hoy much men (under this notion) have 
ſbrouded cheir on Errors and Detgnnd, by rhis means, _—_ 
A 2 the 
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the name of che Lord to Blaſpbemy; 1 leave every ſerious Chriſtian 
- ro conſider, 1 ſhall nor cenſure the Authors of this Paper, they be- 
Ing (ina great meaſure)(irangersro me 3 bur wiſh that whild we 
are Con:ending about (what teat becomes one that ought to be 
a Pilgrime in this World, viz;) the Civil-Government of this 
Nation, (co » hich there are many prerended Titles on foot) we 
may not, as Honſe divided againlt it ſalf, fall inco confution 
Ny, into che _ of the Common Enemy. For prevencing 
hich; bythoderartng ard felping the ©6nfiderarieny of cthefe 
Eflay- Maſters ; I propoſe theſe (ollowing Queries, 

I. Whether the late Single, Pertonweze not incited to the pur- 
ting a force upon this Parliament, and the ler ing up a Power con- 
trary toLaw; by you or ſome of _ Or ac (ealt Wites whe- 
ther you did nor, or _—_—— e Actiqgn, þy owning of, and 
con:enditf3 for, the rf Convention and turntfg our ofthis Par- 
liament; all but a few ©f which you Judge qualified for Truſt 
and Rule, &c. and if ſo, whether you are nor acc-flary to his Evil, 
in taking the Gevernment as an apt mediurn is, to a g2ceflary con- 
ſequence 2 ; fee, | | 

11, Whether your apprehenſions of ChriR's King4om had it's 
beginning in onr lace R2voloions (wichour affigninz, in which of 
them, and when, and where ic began) bea lufficient Ground to 
debarr che Natign from their ſhare nn Governmert ? And why onr 
Revaluiions of late yearg are more an evidence of Chrlt's King- 
dom, then thoſs in-former year ; or the Revolutions in other Na- 
tieps, viz, Hyollerd in the Change of their Governmeptcherrou- 
bles lately in * Poland, demerty fn Germany and France, &c? 
Ard whether men had not as good Grounds tor ſuch concluſions 
formerly, as you have now for yours > and whether the Jews by 
" the ſame Ground are not juBiGed Inthelr concluſions agauyt Chris 
flians; And the Pope in bis pretended Infallibillicy, [hey both 
having their apprebenſops to juſtific their Adtions, as well as you 
yours for your Concluſions ? : 

LIL In what ſpeciall ſenſe can igbe aid, that the Governmene 
ef this Ncion, more then orher Nation: is given co Chriſt, ſinc2 
his Government , whether conſidered Perſonally of Spirituall, is 
co be Univerſall ; And his coming ro bis Government (when he 
takes it into his hands) beipg in reſpe& of certainty and ſpeed, 


like lizhtnivg from the Eaſt co the Weſt, or by what Promiſe or 
| '  Propheſie: 
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Prophehie ſo inconſiderad'e a part of the World (as England), ſha'l 
b: the ſeat of Chriſt's Kingdom, when all orher Nations (hall re. 
main under the Government of: men, if nor the wortt of men 2 

I'V. Whoſe work is it to take the Government from Men,and 
five it co Chriſt, whether the Work of Men, or of God > If of. 
God, What is Man that he ſhould interpoſe 1n ic? It of Man or 

2n> At what time and times 2? and by what Commithon doth he 
or they doit ? that we may know how to obey : many having for- 
merly pretended to this Work, when defignurg enely a Crewn 
to: themſelves > I 

V. What Perſon or Perſons are they y that in your ſepſe are 
ſo qualified for Government, and by what right do they ſo and ? 
If by th: Law of the Land, by what Law > If by God's Word , 
here, and bew doth it appear > fincethe reference tothe Laws of 
new- Have» in new Exglaud 18 no more bindivg then che Laws of 
new- Boſton there > 

V I, Whether che Plac-form of the Commonwealth of 1ſraet 
ſuired for the Government of a ſelet Peop!e, under a ſpecial Pro» 
feſſion and Covenant, and for the molt parr Typical and Allegos» 
rical ; will, in all things ſuit Ezg/and ; and whether the Scriptures 
doth condemn all Civil Government in acher Nations, differing 
from that ? 

VII, If the Government of the Commonyea'th of Iſrael 
(befides which we have nd Example of a Popalar Government in 
Scriprure) be to vs onely a Plar form for our Government, wt ac 
need then is there of any qualified Perſons, for making Liws , 
thoſe Laws being already in the Word of God, which yet (nor to 
derogare from th2 $cripenre) ir is humbly conceived, will bard!y 
extend tothe determination of Centroverſies inthis Common- 
wealth, about tirles of Lond, raifing of Aſſeſſements , ſecuring 
the Peace thereot from the Common Enemy, &s ? | 

VIII, Whether a: the ſame time, you (ay, you witneſle a- 
ezinſt ſarure Violence, in the foundations of it yon do nor own: 
the Violence? ; purc on part of this Parliament ; an: impoſe on 
moſt of chis Nation the greateit violence imaginable, rhe beirg 
excluded (tor everas well as a: the preſent) from all right of Go- 
vernment > And whzcher, ar what Inſtant it becomes practicable , 
are the Govern.d any way ber-er related to the Governours, than 
the Gibeevites Were to the [ſrael.res 

. I X, Whe- 


(6); 

IX, Whether the Debarring:and Bereaving the Nation of 
their juſt Rights, in matcers Civil, as well for Furure, as ar Pce- 
ſent, tends not to the provoking them, vo deprive you of boch Ci- 
vil and Spiricual ; all men defiring (as lawfully =_ may) ro be 


dclivered from choſe by whom they are Captivated: And thus 
whilR you are pleading for the Freedome and Rule of Chriltians, 
you adventure their urmoſt Vaſlaliage , Fivingthe Nation a juſt 
Pleifor it; asalſoto Blaſpheme your holy Profeſſion, and to (ay, 
chat the Spiric of Aſe»Fter hath gor footing in England > 

X. Whether you, or ſome of you, in former times were not 
forward Diſciples of Job» Li/burs, and ARive in afferting the 
Freedom of the People,and promoting their chen intended Agree- 
ment; And if yourun intoſo great Extreams abeut Civil Go- 
vernment, whac ſecurity can the Nation have of your Conflancy 
rs any Government, though by your ſelves propoſed > 

XI, Whether ſeeing, as you ſay, this Parliament have been 
honoured in God's Work, the benefic of which we this Day reap; 
W- may not hope God will honour them furrher,in their cleaving 
to Him and His, ſeeing after fx years preparation, by aflition, 
and when npderche height of Concempc, they were unexpe&edly 
b:ough together again ; withour any projeRion, or contrivance 
of cheir own ? 

XII, Whether you , or the moſt of you, have nor been as 
aQire as moſt men, in ſnpporting the Power of the late Single 
Perſon, by holdingand executing Places of ſpecial Trult and Pro- 
fir for ſeveral years, uncill difference aroſe betwixt Him and You, 
or cill ir fell if courie to You to be Disbanded : and whetber 
You, or ſome of You havenoc received extraordinary Revards 
under that Government ; and if ſo, whether you own your ſelves 
qualified for Government, the chief and chargeable part of Re- 
pentance being yet wantipg, vis, Refticurion ? 

X111, Since Obedience to the late Government is lookt up- 
eo as ſogreita Crime, that Repentcance is required inthe moſt 
godly, and beſt qualihed that aSed underit; You are defired to 
ſhew our of the Word of God, where ever any People are required 
ro Examine the Right and Legality of a Power, under which they 
Live, and have PcoteRtion, befor= they yield obedience in things 
mora'ly lawful ; and whether ſuch beipg poſleſt with the (eat of 
Goveroment,ar2 not to be looked vpon as the Powers that = ” 
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which , the Apofile direAs Obedience, even under the Covern-- 


ment of Ceſar Auguſta, who gor the Empire by Blood, Trea- 
chery, Rapine, and Opprefſion, 

XIV, Whether, by the ſime ground, if your Government El- 
ſayed , were ſerled, we ought notas well co diſpuce our obe- 


dience thereunco, as you y to former or preſent Powers, ſince 


rhis hath no more ofthe Suffrage of the People ( if ſo much) as 
that bad : neicher can you hold our more ſp.cious prerences of 


F:ecdom and Godlineſfe than bath been formeriy pretended to ; 


and the great Offence, taken ar the former Government , aroſe 
from ſubiequent AQtions, and no man can foreſee what the beſt 
of men will be, riiltryed ; and therefore, what ſecurity ſhall the: 
Nations have, that your Efiayed Government and Governours 
ſhall be betterthan the laſt form, ſurnamed the Apoſiacy? 

XV, Whether, Since Repentance is requiredfor former Ode» 
dience. Works will nor ſerve as well as Words, (eſpecially, being 
joyned wich Words) > If ſo, Whether our Chiet Commancers in 
che Army, that advencured lives and ill, ( when you were ina 
| meaſure ſecure,) to reſtore this Nation to its preſent free- 

om ; Whethbertheſe, 1 ay, ought not to be looked on) as ſpeci- 
ly qualified for Government, ( God having been wich chem, and 
owned them,) and ito to be the SubjeR of Commendation, and 
not of Reproach > 

XVI. Thar fince in all Repentance ſome muſt judge the truth 
thereof, that you would be pleaſed ro affign your Judges, ocher- 
wiſe we are left without Government, all (or almoſt all) being in 
your ſcrſe tranigreſfours ; And that herein you would be pleaſed 
to conſider, that if you pitch upon the baptized or Inde- 
pendent Churches, As they (as ſuch) have nothing ro doto j 
any thing chat is withour , (o itisto be feared they will judge fa» 
yourably cach for kis own party 2 And being your triers ( you de- 
nying Communion each wich other, and rhercin differing) wonld 
hardly, by your own principles, find ſome of you, thar figned the 
EfMay, qualified for Government, The Presbyeer, you will hard- 
ly fer him vpco jucge, being byaſſ:d alſo by contrary Principles 
and narrow {piric : the Migiſtrae (if any there be in your account) 
carnor judo; they onely, by your Eflay, are co meddle with things 
meerly Civill: (o that it is humb'y conceived, your Eſſay is fels 


Ke ſe, and ought forthwich co be incerred, and the Tellimony there- 
une 
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goco; fince publiſh:d , may he for ics Winding-Sheer, 

XVII. Whether there be not more of the Serpzrrine ſub:ilry 
and craft, than of the Simplicity atid Innocency of che Dove, in to 
placing th: names of the Snbſcrib2rs, chat one Fob» Oxen is che ficit 
in che Paper » thereby mifl:ading the Reader to conceive it to be 
Dr. John Owex, in order tothe giving reputation to your Paper > 

XV11I. Wherefore confider of it, tike advice, and ipeak your 
minds, wheth-r ic be not the Ducy of all char meddle with Gd- 
vernments, ſeriouſly ro weigh the Apottle's words, Jud. $,9,10, 
verſes, And whether it be not be:ter for you,and afl Chriſtians,to 
Rudy more their and your own durics, and how to obey, and hear- 
ily pray for our Rulers,that God would ſpirit them for their great 
work, and ſo fill them wich Wiſdom, co e!tabliſh both our ſpiricu- 


al and civill Liberty ; that neicher ary Chriſtlan be debarred in 
ſpiritual oc civil Lib:rry ; and chac no Prophaneneſs, Arbeiſh,or 
Injaftice be in our Land; bnr Juſtice run down as a ſtream, whith, 
if che Lord bave any pleaſure in us, will be onc portiph ? 


